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JUVENILE DELINQUENTS AND MENTAL TESTS 

meeting. Each effort at co-operation in thought and act among physi- 
cians and others who deal with the problems that the criminal presents 
represents a step forward. 

Eobeet H. Gault. 



JUVENILE DELINQUENTS AND MENTAL TESTS. 

The earnest discussion of mental tests for juvenile delinquents by 
members of the National Conference of Charities and Correction, who 
recently met in Seattle, suggests what seems to the writer to be an im- 
portant point. There are certain fields of observation in which the 
phenomena are of such a nature — or the connections among them are 
apparently so variable — that they are not readily reducible to formula?. 
This is true of sociological and psychological phenomena whether nor- 
mal or pathological. It is different in the case of the exact sciences in 
which phenomena occur in connections that are, to a high degree, in- 
variable, and that may be expressed by formulas. At the best, no doubt, 
many a day will come and go before human motives and their ex- 
pression in psychological and sociological phenomena can be stated in 
the form of an equation. Standardized tests involve practically such a 
statement. Until they are available the tyro who has had little ex- 
perience in dealing with individual cases cannot, at a single trial, sup- 
ply a reliable report upon the place of an individual on the scale of in- 
telligence. 'In order that reports of high merit may be secured we must 
go to men or women of wide experience. The dissatisfaction with 
mental tests as means of diagnosis is traceable to the fact that what the 
lay mind recognizes as palpable errors are often made by half-trained 
"investigators," "research directors," and even by men and women whose 
only qualification is that they have been "trained" for six weeks in a 
psychological clinic. If we accept this statement and agree upon the 
desirability of obtaining thorough mental diagnoses (and who dis- 
agrees?) we are ready to welcome the establishment, under competent 
guidance, of each new psychological clinic in our universities and muni- 
cipalities where observers may enjoy extended opportunities under ex- 
perts to acquire familiarity with all types of mental defect. This 
point, furthermore, is repeatedly borne in upon the writer through his 
experience with students: that the efficient practitioner in the field of 
mental tests must have considerably more than a mere smattering of 
knowledge concerning the psychology of normal individuals. 

Eobert H. Gault. 
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